Reasons for a CT exam.
CT exams are performed when people are
ill or injured, or when a doctor
suspects a medical problem that cannot
Effective and efficient, a CT exam is
one of the most common medical
imaging procedures. This brochure will
help you or your loved one better prepare for your upcoming exam.

be detected easily with a routine physical
examination. CT is also used to rapidly
obtain specific diagnostic information that
hasn’t been provided by other
imaging technologies, such as ultrasound,
traditional X-ray and magnetic resonance

Learn more about CT.

imaging (MRI).

Our goal is to provide the best possible
medical care for you and your family. Please
take a few minutes to read some general
information about your CT exam, and feel
free to ask your physician any additional
questions you may have.

If you have any questions concerning your

What is a CT exam?
CT is an abbreviation for computed
tomography – a valuable diagnostic medical
exam that combines X-rays and computers.
Often called CAT scans, CT scans have been
performed successfully for almost 30 years.
A CT scan gives the radiologist a non-invasive
way to see inside your body. Using a computer,
these 2-D images can be presented as 3-D
pictures for in-depth clinical evaluations.

exam, please ask your physician
or radiology technologist.

207 Foote Avenue | CT Scan Suite, 1st Floor
Jamestown, NY 14702-0840
To schedule a CT Scan, call (716) 664-8440
Most major insurances accepted
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In clinical practice, the use of ASiR may reduce CT patient dose
depending on the clinical task, patient size, anatomical location
and clinical practice. A consultation with a radiologist and a
physicist should be made to determine the appropriate dose to
obtain diagnostic image quality for the particular clinical task.
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No matter what your age, it’s only natural
for you to have some concerns about
any unfamiliar medical procedure. But
rest assured, your Optima CT660 from GE
Healthcare exam will be as pleasant as
®

possible.

What should I expect?
A CT technologist will escort you into
the CT scanning room, where you’ll see
a table and a large, doughnut-shaped
device called a gantry. The technologist will
have you lie down on the padded table and
make sure you’re comfortable. You’ll be
asked to lie very still during the scan and
may be asked to hold your breath for a short
time to minimize any body movement.
During the scan you might hear a
humming noise, but you won’t feel
anything unusual. You may notice the
table moving while images are being
taken at certain locations of your body.
The technologist can monitor you during the
entire exam through a window and
will talk to you through an intercom.
The specific details of your examination will
be explained fully by a CT technologist or your
physician.

How long will the exam take?

After the CT examination.

The actual scan, in which the CT acquires
X-ray images of your body, takes only a few
seconds where you may need to hold still.
However, the rest of the CT exam takes
longer as the images are processed on the
computer.

The radiologist will carefully analyze your
CT images, review the findings with your
physician, and provide a report. Your physician will then discuss the results with you.

Are IVs or shots involved?
Depending on the exam, a solution called
“contrast” may be administered with an
IV to help the physicians diagnose your
condition. It is very important to let your
doctor know beforehand if you’ve ever had
an allergic reaction to contrast, or if you have
any other allergies, especially to iodine-based
products or shellfish.

A CT exam is an excellent tool for
helping your doctor get the
specific information needed to make
a well-informed, accurate diagnosis
and provide you with the very best
care. And since your CT exam is quick
and easy, it’s more convenient for both
you and your family.

The safety of CT examinations.
CT is a common and effective diagnostic
procedure. In fact, nearly 35 million
CT exams have been performed in
the U.S. every year. Like many other radiology imaging technologies, CT has been
cleared by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The technologist, or registered radiographic technologist (RT), who
performs your CT is required by law to be
certified by the American Registry of Radiology Technologists (ARRT). This ensures
that all the people involved in your care are
professionals qualified to conduct your CT
exam.

